CPYU Spring 1998 Newsletter 

IN THE HOTLIGHT 
HOW TO USE YOUR HEAD TO GUARD YOUR HEART
A brief guide to your role in making responsible music choices 

All of our beliefs are founded on some authority. Some choose to pass judgement based on their own personal preference. Others decide what they like and don't like based on what they were raised to believe. Others share the convictions of friends. But when it comes to evaluating what we see and hear in the music world, we must appeal to an authority we can believe. As Christians, we should use the Bible as our measuring stick for evaluating everything we see and hear. 

The difficulty lies in the fact that God never gives direct instruction on types of music or particular bands. You can read the Bible from cover to cover and you will never find the words "Thou shalt not listen to Bush" or "In all your ways acknowledge Him, and for goodness sake, burn your CD collection." But informed study of God's Word (using your head!) yields specific and helpful guidance on what to enjoy and what to avoid, and on how to tell the good from the bad and truth from lies (guarding your heart!). 

Here are two passages to check out: Ephesians 5:1-11 & Philippians 4:8. 

If you could reduce God's message to you on music to its simplest terms, it might go like this: "Imitate me! Avoid those themes, messages, and behaviors that I say are wrong. They can harm and destroy you. But go ahead and indulge yourself in those themes, messages, and behaviors that I say are pure, true, lovely, and admirable. Let me ask you this. . . does your music lead you closer to me? Or, does your music pull you away from me?" 

THREE MUSIC EVALUATION STEPS TO KNOW AND APPLY 

Step #1: Discover
Watch the video or listen to the music. Gather information on the artist. Involve your parents in this process. As you watch or listen, ask yourself these questions to help you discover the underlying philosophy/message (world and life view) of the song/album/band: 

· What does it say about God? 

· What does it say about humanity? 

· Is the one true God replaced by some other deity (self, money, etc.)? 

· What does it say about peace and hope? Where does it say peace and hope come from? 

· Is it hopeful or hopeless? 

· What does it say about the nature of sexuality? 

· What does it say about how to treat others? 

· Are solutions offered to life's problems? If so, what are those solutions? 

· Who is the hero? 

· Who is the villain? 

· What character traits are promoted as positive? negative? 

· How is beauty and personal worth established and defined? 

· How is the family portrayed? 

· What world and life view is behind what I'm seeing and hearing? 

Step #2: Discern
Evaluate the philosophy/message/world view you have discovered against the measuring stick of God's Word in order to ascertain whether or not there is agreement/disagreement with God's never-changing truth. Go a step further, and establish whether or not the piece has moved you towards or away from God! 

A wise and Godly man by the name of Francis Schaeffer has suggested that every work of art (including music!) should be subjected to four standards of judgement: 

1. Technical Excellence - This includes the sound, unity, production quality, etc. A song can have superior technical excellence even when you disagree with the writer's world-view. 

2. Validity - Is the artist true and honest to himself and to his world view. . . or did he write the song only for money or for the sake of being accepted? 

3. Content - The content is the stuff that reflects the world view of the artist. Content is to be judged in light of God's Word. Don't forget, Christian artists can have lousy content. . . and. . . a non-Christian artist can write and sing according to a Christian world-view even though he/she is not a Christian. 

4. The integration of content and vehicle - sounds pretty heady, huh?!? It's rather simple though. The greatest music is characterized by a sound/style that fits the content or world view that is being presented. 

Step #3: Decide
If what is being taught is in agreement with Biblical truth and it draws you closer to conformity to the image of Christ, enjoy! But if it contradicts what God has said is right and it leads you away from Christ, then you need to ask yourself the following questions: 

· Should I listen/watch? 

· Will I listen/watch? 

Don't forget, there's a difference between approaching music as a tool and approaching music as mindless entertainment. 
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